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VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 
To foster a sense of community, safety, pride 

and responsibility among Venice Neighborhood 
Association Residents and Homeowners. 
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Venice Neighborhood Association will have our 
neighborhood meeting at the Baptist Temple at NW 30 th 
and Villa .  We will be hosting Matt McNeil, certified antiques 
appraiser, for a Venice Neighborhood antiques road show.  
You are invited to bring an antique for appraisal by Mr. 
McNeil.  This event is a lot of fun.  After that we will discuss 
neighborhood issues and have neighborhood officer elec-
tions.    

Are you interested in being an officer in the Venic e 
Neighborhood Association?   We postponed 2007 elections 
because of small turn out at the December meeting.  All resi-
dents of the neighborhood are invited to attend the meeting.  
We will have elections for president, vice-president, secre-
tary, treasurer and news letter editor. 
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MINUTES OF THE VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEET ING 

December 7, 2006 

 The meeting came to order at 7:00 p.m. at Baptist Temple Church with 
president David Thach presiding. The boundaries of our neighborhood were 
clarified as being N.W. 36th  Street on the north,  Villa on the east, May on the 
West, and N.W. 30th Street on the south. 

 David reported that he had made some progress getting our neighbor-
hood historical marker poles completed. The firm dealing with this is casting 
the concrete poles, but they probably won’t actually be put into the ground un-
til this spring. Half the cost of the poles has already been paid, and the balance 
due upon completion is approximately $1250.The planters are now in good 
shape with their neon lighting now working.  There are 2 planters on Venice 
Boulevard and one on Winter Drive. 



�

Page 2  

������������	
��	��
 �

 

 Residents on W. Eubanks discussed a crime 
problem on the section of W. Eubanks that is west 
off Villa Avenue and goes to a dead end. Neighbors 
stated that there was suspected drug activity taking 
place there that the police are aware of, including 
juveniles possibly dealing drugs. David Thach 
stated that he had called our police liaison, Michael 
Loruse, who stated that there was nothing going on 
that the police knew about at this time.  

 David Thach stated that the Neighborhood 
Alliance sends him crime reports of the neighbor-
hood, and stated that he had not been informed of 
anything out of the ordinary for that area of Venice 
Neighborhood. 

  A resident of W. Eubanks stated that she 
had talked to several parents on her block, who said 
that children cannot ride their bicycles and dogs 
have to be kept indoors due to safety issues of de-
linquent juveniles. Another Eubanks resident said 
that around 10 or 12 households had been calling 
the authorities about problems on Eubanks. Victor 
Gorin asked why none of them were here at the 
neighborhood association meeting if the problem 
was so serious. The only answer was that those in-
volved doubted if we could do anything. 

 David Thach stated that he would call City 
Councilman for Ward 2, Sam Bowman and Sgt. 
Loruse,  about the situation. Mr. Bowman’s ward 
covers our entire neighborhood.   

 Victor Gorin would send a Christmas card 
to Councilman Sam Bowman on behalf of our 
group. Consensus is that he has served us well. 

  

 

 

 

 Baptist Temple gave us our meeting space 
for free for an indefinite period, so we voted to 
give them a $100 gift accompanied by a Christmas 
card. The motion to do this was made by Victor 
and seconded by Betty Webb. It has proven to be a 
great facility with no meeting interference, good 
amenities, plentiful parking and a great location. 
Robyn would handle this. 

 The next meeting will be Thursday, 
March 8th, 2007 at 7 p.m. at the Baptist Tem-
ple. 
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November 2006: 

25xx W. Eubanks, assault and battery 

25xx NW 30th, destruction of property 

25xx W. Eubanks, obscene phone calls 

31xx N. May, receiving stolen property 

27xx NW 33rd, attempt to elude police 

December 2006: 

28xx NW 31st, DUI 

28xx NW 35th, burglary 

33xx Venice Boulevard, arson 

25xx NW 35th, public drunk 

28xx NW 31st, embezzlement 

January 2007: 

26xx NW 35th, obscene phone calls 

You can view crime statistics for the entire city at 
www.nacok.org. 
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Around Christmas, I 
lost my friend next 
door. I enjoy the 
company of most 
dogs and was very 
sad about the disap-
pearance of little 
Doc. My mom was 
especially bummed 
– I have a sneaky 
suspicion she 
thought he was cuter 
than me! We also 

found out that he didn’t get out of the backyard 
on his own, but was actually taken by some kids 
one afternoon.  

 It’s hard to say what can be done in a 
case like this, because preventive measures 
aren’t that easy. But I’ve heard about a device 
that in the case of loss or theft could potentially 
identify you if you wound up at the pound or 
veterinarian. It’s called a microchip implant and 
is a rice grain sized integrated circuit that is in-
serted under your skin. When it is scanned like 
groceries at a checkout line, your identifying 
number shows up and all your owner’s informa-
tion can be found in a database held by the chip 
manufacturer.  

 All your owner has to do is contact the 
keepers of the database when they have address 
and phone number changes. Ranging from 
about $5 to $35 it’s not a bad investment, espe-
cially if you’re prone to wandering. 

   Chesterfield Arn 

 

   

Cornerstone Network is organizing ShareFest 
OKC Metro .  It will be held on Saturday, April 
21st.  There will be people from metro area 
churches looking for projects to work on.  Is there 
a neighborhood project that could be taken care of 
by a group of volunteers on that date?  Contact 
Scott Manley at Cornerstone or go to their website 
at www.sharefestokc.org or e-mail Scott at 
scot@sharefestokc.org, or call at 557-1811. 

Rebuilding Together also known as Christmas in 
April is taking applications for this year’s event.  
This group helps limited income residents who are 
over 60 years old maintain their own homes.  Call 
them at 607-0464 for more information. 

Oklahoma City Police will be having their 
spring session for the Citizen’s Police Academy.  
If you would like to learn more about our police 
department this is an excellent opportunity.  Con-
tact the training center at 297-1110. 

The Community Action Agency offers free In-
come Tax preparation for city residents begin-
ning January 15th at the northeast office at 3401 
NE 16th, 634-1469, and southwest office at 1621 
SW 25th, 424-0315.  To qualify for free assistance 
you must have gross income under $39,000. 

The Community Action Agency also offers 
Small Business Training Courses at the Sprin-
glake Campus of Metro Tech.  Call 232-0199 and 
ask for Anita to enroll. 

The Catholic Heart Workcamp will have hun-
dreds of Catholic teen volunteers working with an 
adult to perform small home repairs, yard clean up, 
landscaping, & painting.  Contact the Neighbor-
hood Alliance to get more information at 528-
6322. 

You can call the Community Action Agency at 
525-2468, or e-mail at caanorth-
west@sbcglobal.net.  
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Christmas has come and gone, but we would really like to thank those that 
took the time and effort to decorate their homes for the season. Whether 
flashy or simple, it was nice to go through the neighborhood and be 
warmed by the festive lights. Each year we give out three main awards with 
a monetary prize and I’d like to congratulate those winners now: 

1st Place – Phil Gage @ 2529 NW 33rd. Phil told us that his light hanging 
skills were passed down by his father and by the unbelievable precision of 
his display, his dad should be proud. It was a thing of beauty. 

2nd Place – The Whittons @ 3215 Winter Drive. A whimsical landscape 
with reindeer and a variety of color schemes. Thanks Whittons for donating 
your winnings back to the VNA! 

3rd Place – Leslie Settle & Jorge Ramos @ 2625 NW 31st. Another fun 
landscape design with figures and lighted balls hanging from the tree. On a 
sad note, Jorge reported that their hard work had been vandalized and sev-
eral figures damaged. Hopefully the winnings will help with the repairs. 

Honorable mentions go to 2722 NW 34th (the brightest display in the ‘hood, 
it must have used some wattage) and 2723 NW 32nd (the Blandings dream 
home was the definition of traditional elegance).  And I never get tired of 
2708 Cashion - the most brilliant use of a light fixture. 

Venice Neighborhood Dues are $25 a year.  Your dues support our Easter Egg 
hunt, Night Out Against Crime, neighborhood beautification projects, Christmas 
Decorating Awards.  Please support your association by sending a check for $25 
made out to Venice Neighborhood Association.  Clip this and return with your 
check.  Thank You. 

Mail to:  Venice Neighborhood Association, 2715 NW 33rd, OKC OK, 73112  

Your Name:____________________________________ 

Your Address:__________________________________ 

Your Phone:____________________________________ 
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Dear Venice Neighbors, 

 I hope you enjoy our neighborhood news letter.  We really do have a nice 
neighborhood and many good neighbors.  I never even knew such a thing as a 
neighborhood association existed until about 20 years ago when my old neighbor-
hood on NW 17th, just west of Pennsylvania experienced a small crime wave.  The 
neighbors took it upon themselves to create an association to organize a neighbor-
hood patrol, share information and network with city agencies.   

 Neighborhood associations serve many purposes.  I think primary is com-
munication, sharing ideas and information.  Neighborhood associations also act as a 
conduit for reaching other city agencies such as the police department, city planning 
and city council.  Associations are able to do things to improve the neighborhood 
that an individual is unable to accomplish acting alone.  Neighborhood associations 
can apply for grants to make substantial improvements to the neighborhood.  How-
ever the association is nothing unless people are involved. 

 Would any of you like to produce our neighborhood newsletter, or write an 
article for the newsletter?  Would any of you want to help install our new historic 
markers?  I need someone who could dig a small footing, pour in concrete, set the 
pole and assemble the markers.  They are cast concrete and really are handsome.  
Do you have a green thumb and would you consider adopting one of our planters on 
Venice Boulevard or Winter Drive?  Do you like to plan parties?  Our Easter Egg 
hunt and Night Out Against Crime are fun events, but we need someone to help or-
ganize those events.   

 Neighborhood associations are also good place to learn who your neighbors 
are, make new friends and cultivate new interests.  I hope you can make our next 
neighborhood meeting.  Any Venice Neighborhood resident is welcome to attend, 
whether you own or rent your home.   

      Your neighbor, 

      David Thach 

      2006 Venice Neighborhood President 
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VNA  would like to thank those who 

brave the elements to deliver our 
newsletter!! 

 
Betty Webb, Victor Gorin, David Thach, 

Bruce Stanton, Rick Weber, Jean Clark, Jim 
Thompson, Rocky Moody, Charlene 

McCarthur, Brian & Trinity Smith, Paul Ki-
nard, Robyn Arn, Darlene Oakley, Bernadine 
McPherson, Bernie DeWitt, Jim Wilson, Jeff 

Johnson and Christy Rush.  

Have you 
reviewed your benefits 

to preserve your lifestyle? 
��������	�
�����
�������
�
���

���
������������������
�

Call 
Eunice Khoury 

848-5790 
4800 North Mayfair 

Oklahoma City OK, 73112 

Call David at 946-0346 or send me an email at  
dmthach@sbcglobal.net 

if interested in advertising in the newsletter. 
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Neighborhood Meeting at the Baptist Temple, 
Thursday March 8th at 7:00 PM. 

Easter Egg hunt & Night Out Against Crime 

www.veniceneighborhood.com 
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