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VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD
SSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
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Hello VNA Neighbors!

One of my favorite things about
summer is spending time
outdoors, but with that comes
one of my least favorite
mosquitos! Mosquito repellant
such as OFF is effective, but
cover my skin with an oily film
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that | shower off when | go
back inside. Last year, |
wasted a few hundred dollars
on one of those expensive
mosquito traps that emits
carbon dioxide. It did trap a
few hundred mosquitos, but |
still got bitten around the
house. The trap also uses a

Come to our Venice Neighborhood
Association meeting July 7, 2005 at
7:00 p.m. Find out what s been
happening and what will be happening!
Homebaked goodies will be

some more. Call for directions to
pick up the seeds at the McKinley
Community Services Center, 525-
2468. The CAA still has funds for
graffiti removal from pri-

provided by Becca Ca-
menisch, our own VNA
neighbor. | know from experi-
ence they will be delicious!
See page 7 for more info.

The OKC Parks Dept. will

vate property. Call 297-3347
or 525-2468.

The Boys and Girls Club
has a summer program for
ages 6 to 18 years of age
that runs from 11:00 a.m. to

have Play in the Park loca-
tions at E.B. Jeffery (this will be the only
shallow pool open this summer), Haw-
thorn School, Hefner Park, Macklanburg
Park, Melrose Center & North Highland
School. The Will Rogers Park Pool will
also be open. For more info call 297-
2211.

The Community Action Agency (CAA)
has some garden seeds available for
vegetable gardens. The seeds can be
kept for a fall garden if you want or need

7:00 p.m. They have a fee
of $5 per season. Year round fee is
$10. For more information call Milan
at 524-0843; talk with Cory about bas-
ketball and Pauline about soccer.

The VNA Website is frequently up-
dated and the photos for the Easter
Egg Hunt, Yard of the Month and
Award Home of the Month are now
available for viewing! Take a look at
the site at
www.veniceneighborhood.com

Page 1



7 ./ <

Whew! The heat is on! Well folks, the cool days
of spring are going by as fast as a wildfire.
Speaking of heat, here are five tips to keep from
cooking your favorite potted plants.

If you move your houseplants oustide for the
summer, be sure to put them in complete
shade. You may think you re doing them a
favor by placing them directly in the sun, but
this can sunburn the plant and kill it.

Water early in the day (this means in the
morning for you late-sleepers). The more the
sun shines, the more water your plant will
need. Little containers dry out quickly and
require watering more often. When the heat
turns way up this summer, you may have to
water the smaller containers in the morning
and evening!

Easy on the fertilizer. Too much can burn
your plant resulting in blackened, spotted
and or curling leaves or Kill it.

Anything can be used as a container. Just
be sure there is proper drainage by poking or
drilling a hole in the bottom of the container.
To ensure the roots don t sit in water and rot,
you can place pottery shards, styrofoam
peanuts, or small rocks in the bottom of the
pot before adding dirt and your plant.

Here s a tip from the florists a little red
mixed in with your potted plants really stands
out and adds interest to your creation. So
add a little red (begonia, coleus, etc.) to
those pots that need some more color!

Stay Cool! Ronda

from pagel

five-gallon tank of propane every couple of
weeks.

The best way to prevent mosquitos is to
dump out standing water from wading pools,
bird baths, buckets, trash cans, etc. If you
have a swimming pool that is not being
maintained, you can add a chemical called
VectoLex or Bti, baccilus thuringiensis. A
film of oil or soap will also kill mosquito larva
in a pool that is not being used. If you have
an ornamental pond or fountain, adding fish
to eat the mosquito larva, or a pump to keep
the water moving will also prevent
mosquitos. Drinking water for your pets
should also be dumped out every few days
and refilled with clean water. You should
also check that rain gutters around the
house are not clogged and holding water.

Have a great summer! David Thach
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% Happy Mother s Day! EEK
Sunday, May 8, 2005
% Happy Memorial Day! Eﬁg
% Monday, May 30, 2005 EEK
Happy Father s Day!

% sunday, June 19, 2005 Eﬁ
Happy | ndependence Day!
zﬁ Monday, July 4, 2005 Eﬁg
§ [
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Planning is already underway for the
Second Annual Venice in October Home
Tour!

If you would like to proudly show off all
the hard work you have put in to your
magnificant home or garden, or home and
garden, please contact David Thach at
946-0346.
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We want to let Ronda Schwartz and the Venice
Neighborhood know what a great neighbor she is!
When we bought our home in the Venice
Neighborhood two years ago, Ronda gladly
helped us load up our stuff and haul it over here.
Since we were moving from just a few blocks
north, we thought it would be just as easy to move
everything ourselves and let me tell you that was
a chore! But Ronda was very patient and even
borrowed a flatbed trailer to help get all of it
moved. It s amazing how much stuff two people
can accumulate there was so much!!

She watches our cats and comes over to feed,
water and play with them when we are away for
more than a day, even though one of the cats is
rather crabby. Ronda has shared her knowledge
of birds and plants with us and taught me how to
make beautiful hanging basket arrangements to
hang on our patio in the back yard. | m always
pestering her with plant questions This is a pretty
plant! What is it? Ronda tells me it s a weed. |
pester her with bird questions, too. But now |
know what a Cedar Waxwing is!

Ronda is a great cook and frequently brings us
dinner or a snack. The other day she brought
over a 3-course meal AND ice cream AND cake!
YUMMY! If we ever need anything, Ronda is over
at a moment s notice to help us out. | recently
needed to get somewhere in a hurry and didn t
have a car, but Ronda came right over and drove
me where | needed to be.

Ronda, thanks for everything you do for us. We
are very blessed to have such a great friend and
neighbor in you. Kiristall Bright & Kay Mathews

VNA would like to thank those who brave
the elements to deliver our newsletter!!

Betty Webb, Shannon Williams, David
Thach, Sharon Marrs, Deiter Edwards,
Rick Weber, Jean Clark, Jim Thompson,
Helen Hudson, Charlene McCarthur,
Jackie Sutter,

Donna Rice, Brenda Hartgers,
Bernadine McPherson.

Thanks to Jim Wilson for volunteering to
deliver the newsletter on the southside of
N.W. 36th from Villa to May!!

The Northwest Community Action Office provides
a service called Telephone Assurance Contact
Program. It s for senior citizens or others that
you think might need a phone call once a day to
check on their well-being and safety. Call 525-
2468 to have their name and information placed
on our list.

Community Action Northwest provides a short-
term supervised summer youth program. Our
program officially runs from June 13 to July 22
and is for ages 6 to 12. The program provides
arts & crafts, games and a safe place for the kids
to be with their friends. We have planned activi-
ties on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. We usually take 3-4 field
trips for the 7 to 12 age groups, and it s limited to
12-13 kids. All activities are free. For more info
and an enrollment form, call the McKinley Park
Center Office at 525-2468.
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Annual dues for the Venice Neighborhood
Assaociation are only $20. For that $20 you get
community updates via the Venice Neighborhood
Newsletter and VNA Website, utilities paid on all the
median planters, activities like the Venice Easter Egg
Hunt and Neighborhood Night Out Against Crime, and
a host of other tangible benefits. Please renew your
membership or join the Venice Neighborhood

Association so that you are a paid member for the
year 2005. We have several exciting plans in the
works and your support is very important to our
community. Please write your check for $20 made
payable to Venice Neighborhood Association.

Venice Neighborhood Association
Attn: Membership Dues

c/o David Thach

3242 Winter Drive
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NAME:

VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (VNA) MEMBERSHIP

—

Dues are $20.00 yearly

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

Make checks payable to Venice Neighborhood Association. Bring this form and payment to the next
general membership meeting or mail or hand-deliver to Venice Neighborhood Association, ATTN:
Membership Dues, c/o David Thach, 3242 Winter Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 73112
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The Venice Neighborhood Association has photos ofa  ward yards and homes

and Easter celebration photos on its website! Go take a look at it! You can find
out when the next VNA meeting will be, what activities are scheduled, photos of the
neighborhood, current and past issues of the newsletter and a whole lot more! Thanks
to Jonathan Camenisch for creating such a great site. The website is for all our VNA
neighbors and anyone else who is interested in our community and wants to know
about all that is happening in our square of paradise. So bookmark the site in your
favorites and visit it often:

www.veniceneighborhood.com

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! Log on to our website and send us an email. Just
click on the “Contact Us” link. Let us know what you like and don't like about the
website, newsletter, association meetings, etc. Please let us hear your suggestions
on things you think will help make this the best neighborhood in which to live, enter-
tain, relax, work, play, shop, retire. Let us know your suggestions for neighborhood
events such as cookouts, shindigs, musical events, art and craft shows, walking club,
neighborhood patrols or whatever is on your mind. We want to know!
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C|  Terry Spreier Photography
Wedding Photographer I

Terry teaches One-One camera classes

|
35mm; Medium Format; & Digital Cameras |q
T
B
T

One-on-One computer classes

Home # 405-943-7313 Cell # 405-401-6101
Get that great portrait of yourself
Call Terry
Terry can also clean your digital camera’s C

B
q
|
q Photo Restorations
s

Call Kristall at 947-2566 or sen
me an emalil at
kjbright-vna@swbell.net

Interiors By Dani
Painting * Texturing
e : ... One Room or Every Room
if interested in advertising in th Serving NW OKC

newsletter. DANI 314-6836
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