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Hello VNA Neighbors!

One of the greatest things about
our old homes is the hardware; the
door knobs, cabinet pulls, window
locks, vent covers, and light fixtures
that were installed when our homes
were built.  Much of that hardware
was very high quality, but over 50
years of use, paint spatters, and
rust have taken their toll.  New lock
sets frequently don’t match existing
drill bores in old doors and you
have to re-drill the old doors which
can be very difficult.

One of my favorite ways to re-
move old paint from door and
cabinet hardware is to boil it off in
hot water.  This is completely
non-toxic.  Chemical strippers
such as Stripeaze and others are
highly toxic and can even eat
through regular rubber gloves.  I
just put the hardware in a pot of
soapy water on the stove and boil
it for about an hour.  Frequently
the paint either falls off or can be
scraped off with a plastic knife or
putty knife.  If the hardware still
looks rusty or dingy, try some
brass or copper polish.

There has been an increase in the num-
ber of homes broken into in the Venice
Neighborhood over the last few months.
There have also been reports of
“panhandlers” going through the
neighborhood requesting
money for various personal
troubles, including bus tickets,
baby formula, etc.

Please call 911 to report these
panhandlers or report a crime
even if it is not an emergency or
the crime was not discovered
until hours or days after it oc-
curred.  This allows the police department
to record and track criminal activity in our

area and helps the Venice Neigh-
borhood Association make a
stronger case for increased patrols.

Some varied examples of
reasons to call 911 in-
clude:
· Someone has ap-
proached me about giving
them money for (a bus
ticket, baby formula, etc.)
· My home was broken
into
· An abandoned car has

been left on the street
· Something was stolen from my

yard overnight
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the police to come to the caller’s door.

When calling 911, please be prepared to give as
much factual information as possible.  Tell the dis-
patcher why you need the police.  If someone is in-
jured let the dispatcher know immediately so an am-
bulance and fire rescue unit can be called right away.

The 911 dispatchers take hundreds of call each day,
so don’t take it personally or get your feelings hurt if
the dispatcher does not sound emotional about your
call.  The dispatcher needs to get information quickly
in order to send the call out as soon as possible.

· A robbery just occurred
· I hear the sound of gun shots
· Kids under 16 years old are skipping school
· There is a strong chemical smell like nail polish

remover in the neighborhood (indicates a possi-
ble meth lab).

You can also call 231-2121 which is an emergency
number that goes to the same place as 911.  The dif-
ference is that the dispatcher cannot see who or
where the caller is calling from.  The caller can remain
anonymous (unknown) if this number is used.  This
number may be good if someone wants to report
gang member activity near them but does not want
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My old air-conditioning registers had several
coats of caked on paint, grease, dust, etc...I had
those sand blasted.  I spray-painted them with a
light haze of brass colored paint that left a lot of
the dull silver metal shining through and then
top-coated with satin finish clear urethane to
keep the metal from rusting.  They turned out
great!  The old registers were heavy high quality
metal in shapes that are difficult to find in new
replacements.

I have had most of the hardware in my 1949
home replated by Diversified Plating at 2109
West Sheridan, just west of Pennsylvania.
Kitchen and bathroom hardware was chrome-
plated and in the rest of my house it was brass
plated.  I usually request the lacquer coating on
the brass door knobs to be omitted since it gets
scratched off by fingernails and rings when
opening the door.

Mayfair Lock and Key Shop at 4100 N. May is an
excellent place to get old locks repaired or re-
keyed. They have replacement parts for lots of
old door sets and locks.
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Get A Home Security System For Only $19.99*/month
It is a fact, 70% of American’s in “low crime” areas are victims of
burglary and sexual assault in their own home.  Surprisingly, 80%
occur right through the front door.

Your Free System Will Include:
Control Panel, Touchpad, 3 Doors, Motion Detector, Siren &
Power Supply W/Backup, Sign & Stickers, U.L. Monitoring For
Police, Fire & Medical, Insurance Discounts Up To 20%
Monitor An Existing Alarm System for $15.99*/month
Sign Up Today and Receive A FREE Remote Keychain
AND Buy One Smoke Detector - Receive Another For 1/2 Price!

*CONTACT TODD PAULEY (405) 210-5498
To Learn More on these offers.  ID #795
4200 Perimeter Ctr. Dr. Ste 245, OKC, OK 73112

Ask about Residential Telephone - as low as $29.99*/mo.

Receive A Free Satellite System & 60 Channels at
$29.99*
Local Channels Included - Watch 4 TVs Independently*
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The Venice Neighborhood Association is in the process
of developing a website to keep our community informed
about all that is happening.  While it’s in the construction
stages right now, you can still bookmark the site in your
favorites:

www.veniceneighborhood.com

The website will includes links to photos of our neighbor-
hood celebrations, Yard of the Month, and House of the
Month.  It will also include an events calendar, neighbor-
hood association meeting dates, and other fun and infor-
mative stuff!

Thanks to Jonathan Camenisch for designing the web-
site and getting it up and running for us.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!!
Venice Neighborhood Association email address is:

veniceneighborhood@yahoo.com

The Venice Neighborhood Association recently sub-
mitted a grant proposal to the OKC Matching Grants
Board.  With assistance from the Neighborhood Al-
liance, the executive body requested money from the
grant pool to construct gateway markers at multiple
entrances to Venice Neighborhood.  The gateway
markers were chosen from designs submitted this
past summer.  David Thach had the winning overall
design but was also able to incorporate some themes
from a design submitted by Deiter Edwards in the fi-
nal version.  The good news is that VNA was
awarded a grant by the City of Oklahoma City !

David Thach and Rick Weber are currently designing
a landscape plan for the Venice Boulevard medians.
While this was originally to be presented in January, a
harddrive crash has moved the presentation to April.
The grant is available through the Oklahoma City
Community Foundation and is specifically designed
for landscape projects that have long-term beautifica-
tion impacts on the community.
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Office elections were held at the last VNA meeting.
Cory Williams was re-elected as the President, Gary
Hicks as Vice President, David Thach as Treasurer,
and Shannon Williams as Secretary.  Kristall Bright
volunteered to be the editor of our VNA newsletter.
Thank you Kristall!  Jonathan Camenisch is designing
the VNA website.  We hope to have the website up
and running sometime this year.  In addition to our
elections, we discussed our grants.  VNA received

one grant to begin our street marker project.  Cur-
rently, we are in the process of applying for a land-
scaping grant for our medians.  We ended our meet-
ing with a neighborhood alert that there have been a
couple of home break-ins on Winter Drive.  The police
were notifed and have increased day and night time
patrols.  Please watch out for each other and our
neighborhood and call the police if you see any suspi-
cious activity.

Planning is already underway for the Second An-
nual Venice in October Home Tour!

If you would like to proudly show off all the hard
work you have put in to your magnificant home
or garden, or home and garden, please contact
David Thach at 946-0346.

VNA  would like to thank those who brave the
elements to deliver our newsletter!!

Betty Webb, Shannon Williams, David Thach,
Sharon Marrs, Deiter Edwards, Rick Weber,
Jean Clark, Jim Thompson, Helen Hudson,
Charlene McCarthur, Jackie Sutter, Donna Rice,
Brenda Hartgers, Bernadine McPherson

.��
"���""�����
����
��;;;.��
"���""�����
����
��;;;.��
"���""�����
����
��;;;.��
"���""�����
����
��;;;

.�������
:�����������5�'--&�*�"�����	
��4����" .�������
:�����������5�'--&�*�"�����	
��4����" .�������
:�����������5�'--&�*�"�����	
��4����" .�������
:�����������5�'--&�*�"�����	
��4����" � ���.��""
"�%�������5�.��������

	�"����
�� ��
��

�	�"����
�� ��
��

�	�"����
�� ��
��

�	�"����
�� ��
��

�

*��"��!�
����*��"��!�
����*��"��!�
����*��"��!�
����
<�����<�����<�����<�����

���"+��
�/������������������;���"+��
�/������������������;���"+��
�/������������������;���"+��
�/������������������;



Page 4

is very important to our community.  Please write
your check for $20 made payable to Venice Neighbor-
hood Association.  For your convenience, we have
included a self-addressed envelope.

Venice Neighborhood Association
Attn: Membership Dues
c/o David Thach
3242 Winter Drive
Oklahoma City, OK  73112

Annual dues for the Venice Neighborhood Associa-
tion are only $20.  For that $20 you get community
updates via the Venice Neighborhood Newsletter and
VNA Website, utilities paid on all the median planters,
activities like the Venice Easter Egg Hunt and Neigh-
borhood Night Out Against Crime, and a host of other
tangible benefits.  Now that a new year has begun,
we would ask that you either renew your membership
or join the Venice Neighborhood Association so that
you are a paid member for the year 2005.  We have
several exciting plans in the works and your support
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VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (VNA) MEMBERSHIP — D ues are $20.00 yearly

NAME:__________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________
PHONE:_________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Venice Neighborhood Associat ion.  Bring this form and payment to the next gen-
eral membership meeting or mail or hand-deliver to Venice Neighborhood Association, ATTN: Membership
Dues, c/o David Thach, 3242 Winter Drive, Oklahoma City, OK  73112
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Each month from April to October, the Venice Neighborhood Association recognizes our neigh-
bors who have taken special care of their homes and yards.  Three yards and three homes are
selected each month by our volunteer judges from the neighborhood.  Winners are recognized
with a special yard sign as well as seeing their name in print in our newsletter!  We will also post
a photo of your award winning residence on our new website.

The Yard of the Month recognizes those neighbors who keep a well trimmed and mowed yard.
Colorful plantings and shrubs will get your yard noticed.

The Award Home of the Month recognizes those neighbors who have kept their homes well-
maintained and in good repair.

Interiors By Dani
Painting * Texturing

One Room or Every Room
Serving NW OKC

DANI 314-6836

place.

Congratulations to all...

Grand Prize  - 3216 Winter Drive

1st Runner up  - 2625 NW 31st Street

2nd Runner up  - 2632 NW 32nd Street

Honorable Mentions (in no particular or-
der)

2625 NW 32nd Street

2537 NW 35th Street

2541 NW 35th Street

2712 Cashion Place

2710 Cashion Place

3115 Venice Blvd

The Judging Committee (thanks anonymous
judges!) judged the neighborhood Christmas
lights on Sunday, December 19th from 7:30 -
8:30 pm. Keeping with the Griswald tradition
and much to the appreciation of OG&E, the
people of Venice Neighborhood turned the
Christmas spirit out in droves. 107 houses
were judged, with decorations ranging from a
single small window decorations, to blinding
madness. Judging was based on first impres-
sions, Christmas theme, special effects, and
effort.

The prizes are $50 to first place, 4 movie tick-
ets to Penn Square theater for second place,
and a DVD of Christmas Vacation for 3rd
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I hope everyone was able to enjoy the hol-
iday season and spend it amongst friends
and loved ones.  It’s hard to believe that
January has almost expired and we’re
poised to usher in February.  Where does
all the time go?

I have some exciting news to announce.
Venice Neighborhood was awarded a
grant by the City of Oklahoma City to con-
struct two gateway entrance markers.  The
entire Association is elated by the show of
support and confidence the City has shown
for us.  Be sure to look around the neigh-
borhood in the next couple months for evi-
dence of the construction.  The Associa-
tion hopes to have completed 13 of the
markers within the next five years pro-
vided that we can secure the outside fund-
ing to construct them.

I hope you all noticed the change in for-
matting of the newsletter.  After the retire-
ment of former editor Diana Wickham, the
editing job has been passed to the able
hands of Kristall Bright.  A very large
thank-you from the Venice Neighborhood
Association to Kristall for volunteering to
tackle such a tough task.

Please take the time to enclose a member-
ship contribution of $20 in the envelope
provided.  The operating budget of the As-
sociation is funded solely from your con-
tributions and goes to pay for the utility
bills of the three planters on Winter Drive
and Venice Blvd., printing costs associated
with the newsletter, the purchase of items
for Venice Neighborhood Association so-
cial events, and also as matching funds
when applying for neighborhood improve-
ment grants.  Your $20-a-year contribution
will provide a multitude of tangible bene-
fits for years to come.  Those whose con-
tribute the $20 membership fee will have
their names printed in the newsletter as a
show of gratitude and support.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the
February 3rd meeting.  We will be setting
the calendar for the VNA Easter Egg Hunt,
a spring pot-luck dinner, the 2nd annual
home tour, and a variety of other Associa-
tion events.

Best Regards,
Cory Williams
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Your first night…
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The next Venice Neighborhood Association Meeting will be
Thursday night, 7:00 p.m., February 3, 2005, at the Baptist
Temple Fellowship Hall located at 30th and Villa.  The entrance
is on the north side, and there is plenty of free parking.   Enjoy
the homemade cookies and ice tea!!

Get to know your Venice neighbors!

If you have news, articles, information, history of the Venice neighborhood, or other
interesting items you would like to see in the newsletter, please email them to Kristall
Bright at kjbright-vna@swbell.net Thanks!!!!
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